
 

July 10 – 12, 2015  

 

PERFORMER ANNOUNCEMENTS BEGIN FOR  
2015 VANCOUVER ISLAND MUSICFEST 

 
(Thursday, January 29, 2015) Artistic Director and VI MusicFest Executive Producer, Doug Cox 
released the first series of 2015 Festival performers this morning.  “We’re starting our 
announcements with these four outstanding artists and will continue to announce other performers 
daily on our website… this is going to be fun.” 
 
First out of the gate is legendary blues icon Buddy Guy.  One of the titans of the blues Guy has 
worked with Muddy Waters, Little Walter and Howlin’ Wolf not to mention Eric Clapton, Stevie Ray 
Vaughan and the Rolling Stones and was an influence on Jimi Hendrix.   
 
Guy is a vital and current musician, moving blues forward without losing sight of its roots. He’s 
renowned for his raw, blistering vocals and high-voltage guitar playing. Clapton has proclaimed Guy 
“by far without a doubt the best guitar player alive… He really changed the course of rock and roll 
blues.” Guy regards himself as a “caretaker of the blues.”  
 
Buddy Guy has won 6 Grammy Awards for his works on his electric and acoustic guitars, and for 
contemporary and traditional forms of blues music.  He was inducted in the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 2005 and was awarded the Kennedy Center Honours in 2012. Last year Guy was also 
inducted into the Musicians Hall of Fame and Museum. 
 
Next on the list is Leftover Salmon with Bill Payne (of Little Feat).  Looking back over the past 25 
years of rootsy, string-based music, the impact of Leftover Salmon is impossible to deny.  
 
Formed in Boulder at the end of 1989, the Colorado slamgrass pioneers took their form of 
aggressive bluegrass to rock and roll bars at a time when it wasn’t so common, helping Salmon 
become a pillar of the jam band scene and unwitting architects of the jamgrass genre.  
 
Today, Leftover Salmon is: Vince Herman (vocals, acoustic guitar, washboard); Drew Emmitt 
(vocals, acoustic and electric mandolin, electric guitar, fiddle); Andy Thorn (vocals, acoustic and 
electric banjo); Greg Garrison (vocals, acoustic and electric bass); Alwyn Robinson (drums); Bill 
Payne (vocals, keyboards).   
 
Legendary keyboardist and Little Feat co-founder Bill Payne officially joined Leftover Salmon in 
September 2014 and had been touring extensively with the band prior to the announcement. 
 
MusicFest fans will remember that magical night on Sunday, July 11, 2010, when Payne and Little 
Feat played at the Vancouver Island MusicFest. Little Feat drummer and co-founder Richie Hayward 
had been diagnosed with severe liver disease and was slated to play just a couple of tunes, but once 



he sat behind his kit, he finished out the night.  Richie had intended to return to the band but he 
died on August 12, 2010, from pneumonia and complications from lung disease. 
 
The sound of Leftover Salmon is unmistakable: fluid, loose-limbed, and simultaneously rootsy and 
daring. Fusing an unrivaled improvisational fervor to a dizzying combination of bluegrass, Cajun, 
funk, Southern rock, boogie, Caribbean, Latin, and jazz influences, Leftover Salmon has earned a 
legion of diehard fans, critical accolades, and a reputation as one of the most exciting, engaging 
concert experiences to ever hit the road. 
 
For the Folk-rock fans, how about Maddy Prior and Steeleye Span! Some forty years from her 
emergence on the late sixties folk club circuit, Maddy Prior is one of the most enduring, influential 
and respected artists in British music. 
 
Prior first came to prominence as a duo with singer/ guitarist Tim Hart, building a reputation 
around the folk clubs and releasing two albums. As the 70s dawned, they joined forces with Ashley 
Hutchings (of Fairport Convention) and Gay & Terry Woods, with the idea of fusing folk song with 
rock instrumentation and technique. The new group took its name from a traditional Lincolnshire 
ballad 'Horkstow Grange' - the tale of a character called Steeleye Span. 

So began an incredible story. Others may claim the invention of folk-rock, but Maddy Prior and 
Steeleye were the first to bring it into the electronic age. In the age of the giant rock band, Steeleye 
Span fitted the bill perfectly, taking folk music out of the backroom clubs and into the charts with a 
string of hit albums, gold discs and world tours.  
 
And the fans of the Bluegrass we’ve got super group Hot Rize.  It didn’t take long after Tim O’Brien, 
Pete Wernick, Nick Forster, and original member Charles Sawtelle first appeared onstage together 
for the Bluegrass music world to realize that the Colorado band, Hot Rize, was something special.   
 
They climbed to the top of the world as the International Bluegrass Music Association’s very first 
Entertainers of the Year, and their stature grew, with a nomination for a Bluegrass Grammy, a four-
star album review in Rolling Stone, tours across four continents. When Sawtelle passed away in 
1999, the surviving members reunited and brought brilliant guitarist Bryan Sutton on board—
himself an already-acknowledged master—and carried on. 
 
With the release of When I’m Free, Hot Rize went in to high gear touring and winning new fans at 
every show. This year they’ll perform at events and festival throughout the US, overseas and during 
VI MusicFest 2015. 
 
Vancouver Island MusicFest takes place July 10 – 12, 2015. For Festival information and tickets go to 
www.islandmusicfest.com. 
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For more information contact: 
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VI MusicFest Marketing Manager 
woodcom@shaw.ca  
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